Fall 2015

Composition & Rhetoric
English 102
CRN 80347 & 80951
MWF 1:30-2:20pm & 2:30-3:20pm, Armstrong 403

Instructor: Dawn M. Armfield
Office: 317 Colson
email:
dawn.armfield@mail.wvu.edu
Office Hours: MWF 3:30-4:30pm

REQUIRED TEXTS
Joining Academic

This course focuses on developing your knowledge of writing in
several areas beyond what you learned in English 101. In this
course, we will examine how arguments are made through a variety
of writing purposes including writing to persuade, evaluate,
propose ideas, share research, and test ideas. This course will also
place a specific emphasis on conducting research and
understanding and assessing information in the digital age. Finally,
we will develop a richer sense of how your own research can give
your writing power and purpose so that you can confidently apply
what you know in your personal, professional, academic, and civic
lives.

Conversations, 7th Ed.
Detroit: Hayden-McNeil, 2015.
ISBN13: 978-0-7380-7107-7
Lunsford, Andrea A. Easy Writer
5th Ed. Boston: Bedford/St.
Martin’s, 2014.
ISBN: 978-1-4576-4046-9
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Social Justice
The West Virginia University community is committed to creating
and fostering a positive learning and working environment based
on open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion.
If you are a person with a disability and anticipate needing any
type of accommodation in order to participate in this class, please
advise me and make appropriate arrangements with the Oﬃce of
Accessibility Services (293-6700). For more information on West
Virginia University's Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives,
please see http://diversity.wvu.edu.

Policies & Procedures
Please refer to the course
textbook Joining Academic
Conversations for detailed
explanations for the course.

Attendance
Attendance is required for this course. We know that sometimes
personal situations and required university events make it
impossible for you to be in class. That’s why a few absences are
allowed but make sure you use them for emergencies.
• Students in all sections may miss one week of class without
penalty. (That means you can miss 3 class meetings for this
section because we meet on MWF).
• Students who miss more than one week of class may be
penalized up to one letter grade for each additional absence.
• Students who miss more than three weeks of class will be
assigned a failing grade for the course.
• All absences (including excused absences) incurred from the date
you register for the course will count toward the total number
allowed.
If you are struggling with an assignment, if you are unexpectedly
ill, or if you have some other personal emergency, contact me
immediately and we may be able to negotiate a special
arrangement. Special arrangements like this require a formal,
written request that includes an explanation of the circumstances,
documentation (if relevant), and a detailed plan for completing any
late or missed work. Submitting a formal request does not
automatically guarantee that I will be able to grant your request.
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Extended Absences. If you know in advance that you will need
to miss more than three consecutive class meetings, you should
take the course in another term. It is much better for you as a
writer and as a student to take the course during a semester when
your schedule allows you to be present to do you best work. If you
are a military serviceperson with possible drill events or
deployments please speak to me about a plan for successfully
completing all required coursework.

Office Hours & Email
Office hours are an excellent
opportunity to talk one-on-one
about your writing, ask
questions and get feedback on
your work. You can also use the
email address on this syllabus to
ask quick questions or notify me
of any urgent matters that need

Conferences. As part of our regular class meetings, the English
102 curriculum uses small group and individual conferences to
provide you with more direct instruction on your specific writing
projects. During the semester, you can expect to meet for
conferences with me or with small groups of peers about three or
four times. You can also expect that during a conference week, one
regular class meeting will be cancelled in order to make room in
our schedule for the conferences.
When we are meeting for conferences, you should plan to bring
the following:

attention.

• any questions you have about the current project

I will typically respond within 24

• your exploratory writing you have completed for the current
project

hours, except on weekends.
I will not review papers via
email beyond the regular

• any drafting you have completed for the current project

feedback cycle. You must
schedule an appointment for
that.

Grading
Our Undergraduate Writing Program uses a portfolio approach for
evaluation. Since stronger writing results from both application of
feedback and revision, I will evaluate your progress in this class
based on a formal portfolio. Many studies have indicated that the
portfolio approach, in which revision is a key component, helps
writers develop stronger skills. Studies also show that students
earn higher-than-average grades when consistently and diligently
using the portfolio approach; the average final grade is in the midB range for students in our Undergraduate Writing Program
courses.
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You will receive substantial feedback along with an overall letter
grade at the midterm point and again at the end of the semester.
Your mid-term and final grades are based on the following
percentages:
Formal Writing (i.e. Portfolio) = 70%
Formal writing assignments include the major projects
(Argument, Evaluation, Proposal, Annotated Bibliography,
Research) as well as reflective writing. For more about the
formal writing grade, see grade descriptions in Joining
Academic Conversations.
The portfolio is presented in two parts:
Adverse Weather Commitment
Syllabus Statement
In the event of inclement or
threatening weather, everyone
should use his or her best
judgment regarding travel to
and from campus. Safety should
be the main concern. If you
cannot get to class because of
adverse weather conditions, you
should contact me via email as
soon as possible.
Similarly, if I am unable to reach
our class location, I will notify
you of any cancellation or
change as soon as possible,
using email and eCampus to
prevent you from embarking on

Midterm Portfolio. The midterm portfolio
consists of a reflective memo plus revised
Argument and Evaluation projects.
You will receive a “in-progress” midterm grade and
commentary, which will describe how your overall
work is evaluated. Individual papers will not receive
grades (letter or numerical), but you will be given
feedback in order to strengthen your writing. You
are welcome to talk to me if you have questions
about your progress in the class.
Final Portfolio. The final portfolio, due at the
end of the semester, consists of a well-designed
cover sheet, table of contents, reflective memo, and
revisions of ALL major projects from the course
(Argument, Evaluation, Proposal, Annotated
Bibliography, and Research).

any unnecessary travel.

Exploratory Writing = 20%

If you cannot get to class

Exploratory writing may take many forms such as
summarizing a text, responding to a peer’s writing, or
composing a portion of a larger project. These writing
assignments are typically shorter activities and homework
that are about 1 page in length. For more about the
Exploratory Writing grade see Joining Academic
Conversations.

because of weather conditions, I
will make allowances relative to
required attendance policies, as
well as any scheduled tests,
quizzes, or other assessments.
[adopted 9-8-2014]

Participation = 10%
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Participation includes things like attending class, being
prepared for class, making thoughtful contributions to
class and meeting all deadlines for homework, drafts, and
peer review. For more on the participation grade see Joining
Academic Conversations.
No assignments will be accepted if submitted more than 5 days
after the due date. You must get these in when due in order to stay
on schedule. If you have any questions regarding your progress in
the course, please let me know and we can set up an appointment
to discuss your work.

Resources
The Eberly Writing Studio
The Eberly Writing Studio is a
resource that can support you in
all aspects of the writing
process. It is located in G02
Colson Hall. For more
information about the Eberly
Writing Studio see Joining
Academic Conversations or visit
speakwrite.wvu.edu/writingstudio.
WellWVU: The Students’ Center
of Health
Well WVU: The Students’ Center
for Health provides resources to
help manage stress, improve
relationships, make healthy
lifestyle choices, and face new
challenges and transitions.
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Schedule
The schedule below is subject to minor changes based on our
progress. Final portfolios will be returned online during final exam
week. Books are abbreviated in the schedule below as follows:
Joining Academic Conversations: JAC
EasyWriter: EW
Date

Discussion

Due this class

August 17

Introductions

Get Books!

August 19

Syllabus

JAC: X-XVIII

August 21

Overview of
Assignments

Last day to register,
add new courses,
make section
changes.

August 24

Rhetoric &
Argumentation

JAC: 1-14, EW:
35-43 (3-3d)

August 26

Developing an
Argument

JAC: 15-29, EW: 43
(3e)

August 28

Finding a Topic &
EW: 14-24 (1-2d)
Outlining your Paper

August 31

Writing An
Argument

EW: 25-32 (2e-2f)

September 2

In-class Peer Review

JAC: 35-42, EW:
32-34 (2g-2i)

September 4

In-class Paper
Revision

Argument Paper
(Due in eCampus
by 11:59pm)
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Date

Discussion

Due this class

September 7

Labor Day

No Class

September 9

Analyzing Texts

JAC: 43-61, EW:
35-44 (3-3f)

September 11

Evaluating Sources

EW: 178-198
(37-38d)

September 14

Integrating Sources

EW: 198-206
(39-40d)

September 16

Style Guides

EW: 208-254
(41-41e), glance at
42-44d for other
styles)

September 18

Writing Abstracts,
Transitions, and
Conclusions

Online Readings

September 21

In-class Paper
Development

September 23

In-class Peer Review

JAC: 62-72
Evaluation Paper
Draft

September 25

In-class Paper
Revision

Evaluation Paper
(Due in eCampus
by 11:59pm)

September 28

Memos & Reflection

JAC: 73-80

September 30

In-class Peer Review
of Portfolio

Midterm Portfolio
Draft

October 2

In-class Portfolio
Revision

Midterm Portfolio
(Due in eCampus
by 11:59pm)
No late
submissions
accepted.

7

Fall 2015

Date

Discussion

Due this class

October 5

Writing a Proposal

JAC: 81-92

October 7

Developing a Plan

EW: 146-160
(29-32e)

October 9

Brainstorming
Topics

A list of 3 topics

October 12

Fall Break Recess

No Class

October 14

In-class Peer Review

JAC: 93-96
Proposal Paper
Draft

October 16

In-class Paper
Revision

Proposal Paper
(Due in eCampus
by 11:59pm)

October 19

Writing an
Annotated
Bibliography

JAC: 97-124, EW:
44-47 (4-4a), Online
readings

October 21

Online Class
Discussion

Post Sources in
Discussion Online

October 23

Online Class
Discussion

JAC: 125
Give feedback to 2
peers on Reliability
of Sources in
Online Discussion

October 26

Online Class
Discussion

Post Annotated
Bibliography Draft
Online

October 28

Online Class
Discussion

JAC 126-128
Peer Review 2
peers’ Annotated
Bibliography Drafts
Online

October 30

Online Class
Discussion

Annotated
Bibliography (Due
in eCampus by
11:59pm)
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Date

Discussion

Due this class

November 2

Research Project
Overview

JAC 129-140

November 4

Synthesizing
Arguments

Online Readings

November 6

Writing the
Introduction

Online Readings

November 9

Formatting the
Research Project

Online Readngs

November 11

In-class Peer Review

JAC: 141-144
Research Project
Draft

November 13

In-class Revision

Research Project
(Due in eCampus
by 11:59pm)

November 16

Final Portfolio

JAC 145-150

November 18

Visual Rhetoric

Online Readings

November 20

Document Design

Online Readings

November 23

Fall Recess

No Class

November 25

Fall Recess

No Class

November 27

Fall Recess

No Class

November 30

In-class Peer Review
of Final Portfolio
Draft

Final Portfolio Draft

December 2

In-class Revision &
Conference

December 4

In-class Revision &
Conference

December 7

In-class Revision &
Conference

Final Portfolio (Due
in eCampus by
11:59pm)
No late
submissions
accepted
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